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To  Mr H Barritt   
       howard.barritt@bolton.gov.uk
      Ms D Hewitt    
       dawn.hewitt@environment-agency.gov.uk
Cc  Mr K Davies              keith.davies@bolton.gov.uk
      Mr. S Harriss               sean.harriss@bolton.gov.uk
      Mr K Ashcroft             keith.ashcroft@environment-agency.gov.uk
26 November 2009 

Planning application 80931/08

Dear Mr Barritt & Ms Hewitt,

 We sent a letter regarding this matter 12 days ago and it is disappointing that it has not even been acknowledged yet. In order to impress on you the depth of concern we hold regarding the wide range of ongoing concerns identified in the EA's consultation response we are asking you once again to respond to these concerns.  In the first instance we request that both the EA and Bolton Council Planning Departments each acknowledge receipt of this letter and inform us of the timescales to make a response to us. 

In the case of the EA we request that a senior waste regulation officer from a national team is tasked with addressing the relevant points raised in this letter and to keep us informed. 

Points 1 to 4 below are as in our original letter to you, but in order to make our request clearer we have developed point 5 into points 5 to 8 seen below.

The points we would like addressed are as follows; 

1.
 During the planning committee meeting it was stated that planning consents 50252/97 and 61530/02 for the existing quarry operations extend until 2042. Please will you provide us with the information that supports this position? 

2.
We submitted an alternative view that suggests that the planning consent has in fact already expired. We would appreciate a formal response to the points we raised from Bolton Councils legal department. 

3a. 
The final letter from the applicants agent MPG (29-10-09), states the restoration plan has been agreed, whereas the letter from the Environment Agency (29-10-09, ref: SO/2008/104144/03-L01) states that the restoration plan has not been agreed. Please would you state whether or not the plan has been agreed and if so provide us with a copy. 

3b. 
The soil stacks on top of the quarry are still oversized, is there a plan to return these to the agreed height. 

4.
When will the green waste and waste wood that has been put into the quarry be required to be moved as they are not covered by planning consent? 

5a.
 In order for the EA to respond properly to this letter, please could the Planning Authority provide the EA with a clear understanding of the planning status of the quarrying, restoration and waste management activities that are permitted at the site, specifically; 

5b.
Whether planning permission exists to accept or treat green waste and wood waste at the site? 

5c.
Whether any quarrying or waste management activities are currently permitted at the site? 

5d. 
Whether it is appropriate for the EA to permit or register an exemption for any waste disposal or recovery activities under the Environmental Permitting regulations 2007? 

5e.
Whether the materials tipped to form the buttress in the period to May 2006 conformed with the 2002 planning permission (ref:61530/02) and if not what quantity of excess materials were tipped and where outside the planning permission area were they tipped ? In order to address this point we respectfully request that the Planning Authority ask Urban Vision (GMGU) to undertake a measured comparison of the 2009 site survey supplied as part of the 80931/08 application against the approved restoration scheme and cross sections under the 2002 permission. 

6a.
In order for the Planning Authority to respond to the requests in this letter, please could the EA provide them with the following;

6b.
A list of current and historical registered waste permits, licences and exemptions (under the current and earlier waste licensing regulations). 

6c.
Advise the Planning Authority what these exemptions permit (or permitted) in terms of waste types, the dates these exemptions are/were in force and what environmental protection measures should be taken when these are/were implemented. 

6d.
Advise the Planning Authority what planning permissions are / were required prior to the issue or implementation of any these waste regulatory permits or exemptions. 

 7.
 Having exchanged this information please could the EA and Planning Authority consult and identify if any breaches of these regulatory permissions have occurred and determine if any enforcement action needs to be taken for current or historical waste activities, and which regulatory authority should take the action. We request that we be kept informed of the outcome of this process, including any decisions reached and the reasons for them. 

 8.
The Environment Agency in their consultation response of 29th October 2009 (ref: SO/2008/104144/03-L01) stated that there are existing concerns about the pollution potential and geotechnical stability of the existing waste deposits in the buttress and that an assessment of these should be carried out. If this is a concern by the EA and given that the planning application has now been refused, please advise us how and when the EA will address these concerns?

We would appreciate it if you would direct any responses to BHEAG@Hotmail.com.

Regards 

Blackrod and Horwich Environmental Action Group

Horwich Moor Residents Association

ArconVillageResidentsAssociation

BHEAG@Hotmail.com                                                  







