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To  Mr H Barritt   
        howard.barritt@bolton.gov.uk
Cc  Mr K Davies              keith.davies@bolton.gov.uk
      Mr. S Harriss               sean.harriss@bolton.gov.uk
22 December 2009

Dear Mr Barritt,

No reply has been received to our letters of 15 November 2009 and 26 November 2009 Please will you advise the reason for this delay. We feel that an immediate response is appropriate and in any event a full response by 31 December, 2009

Application 83299/09 contests the end date of permissions 61530/02 The council’s position regarding our letter of 27 October 2009 has a significant impact on any decision made on that application. 

Therefore please advise us of 

· your intentions

· your actions to date,

· when your final response can be expected? 

In the interests of local democracy, and to ensure the Planning Committee are able to make an informed decision on application 83299/09, we ask again for your immediate response, which we feel is reasonable..
Yours sincerely,  

Blackrod and Horwich Environmental Action Group

Horwich Moor Residents Association

ArconVillageResidentsAssociation

BHEAG@Hotmail.com
Recent Developments  

1 The recent analysis of drainage from Pilkington Quarry has shown that it drains into the local fisheries, and from there to the water course that runs through Station Park and Red Moss SSSI that eventually joins the River Douglas. Therefore the hazardous waste thought to have been included in the buttress has considerably more impact than  just the boreholes considered during recent planning application 80931/08.

2 The recent application to reopen Pilkington Quarry creates grave concerns.

   A The resumption of any operations in the quarry will increase the likelihood of failure of structural weaknesses present in the buttress (concern raised by Environment Agency on application 80931/08 Bolton Planning Document 51908. The impacts of this type of failure could be disastrous. The previous buttress failure took place at a time when no blasting or working of stone was being undertaken. Vehicle movements alone seem to have been sufficient to cause this slippage. It should be noted that at about the time of this slippage, a massive fish death was observed in one of the local fisheries.

  B The new application could also be construed as allowing the importation and storage of inert waste, due to the confusion around the wording of the current lapsed planning permission in relation to the final restoration of the quarry. 

